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MEDIA RELEASE

WILDING PINE CONTROL CONTINUES IN MARLBOROUGH SOUNDS THANKS TO NEW FUNDING

The Marlborough Sounds Restoration Trust has secured more than $160,000 towards its wilding pine control programme in the Marlborough Sounds this year.

The funding will see thousands more of the nuisance trees controlled in inner Queen Charlotte Sound and help in restoring the area’s scenic beauty and native forests.

Chairman Andrew Macalister says the Trust has once again received major funding from the New Zealand Lottery Grants Board’s Environment and Heritage Fund and Canterbury Community Trust. Other significant donors have been the New Zealand King Salmon Company Ltd, Marlborough Lines Ltd, Marlborough District Council and the Department of Conservation. In addition, Sounds landowners have donated more than $20,000.

“The continued support of national funding agencies and of local residents and businesses is invaluable,” says Mr Macalister. “The pine control programme is delivering benefits to the environment, local tourism interests, residents and visitors - which is only possible thanks to the commitment and backing of our donors.”

NZ King Salmon’s General Manager of Aquaculture, Stewart Hawthorn, says the company has been supporting the trust for three years now through funding a project coordinator role. 

“Wilding pines have been identified as a real problem by the Sounds community and King Salmon is always looking for ways to contribute to projects that focus on enhancing the local environment as this fits perfectly with our company’s commitment to farming sustainably.  

“The hard work by the Trust is really paying off and the results are very visual and tangible when you boat in the Queen Charlotte. We are more than happy to continue to support this effort.”
Marlborough Lines Managing Director, Ken Forrest, says the benefits of eradicating wilding pines in areas where there properly should be native vegetation are becoming increasingly apparent. “It is important that this work continues. We owe it to future generations.”
Marlborough District Council Environment Committee Chairman Graeme Taylor says Council is delighted with the overall endeavours of the Marlborough Sounds Restoration Trust.

"The Trust must be commended for its efforts in securing ongoing community support and a significant funding commitment in order to help restore the Sounds back to its former beauty."

This year, the programme will see initial control completed in all high-priority areas of Inner Queen Charlotte Sound. The main focus will be on Lochmara and Onahau Bays, Wedge Point and Long Beach. Follow-up control will also be undertaken at the Bay of Many Coves, Kahikatea Bay and Dieffenbach Point.

The Trust plans to undertake its wilding pine control between September 2010 and January 2011, with contracting firms engaged to do the work.  The control method will once again be the injection of small amounts of a commercially-available herbicide, metsulfuron-methyl, directly into holes drilled into tree trunks. Small trees will either be hand-pulled or cut using a pruning saw. Trees adjacent to power lines, baches and other sensitive areas will be excluded from poisoning, but may be felled if funding allows. 

For more information go to www.soundsrestoration.org.nz or contact:

Andrew Macalister, MSRT. P: 03 548 9706 or M: 027 622 8136

Stewart Hawthorn, NZ King Salmon. P: 03 520 3160 or M: 029 223 3676 

Ken Forrest, Marlborough Lines. P: 03 577 7007
Graeme Taylor, Marlborough District Council. P: 03 520 7400
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