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MEDIA RELEASE

WILDING PINE CONTROL CONTINUES IN MARLBOROUGH SOUNDS THANKS TO NEW FUNDING

The Marlborough Sounds Restoration Trust has secured more than $180,000 towards wilding pine control in the Marlborough Sounds this year.

The funding means two new areas can be targeted. For the first time, control will take place on D’Urville Island and in Kenepuru Sound. Some further control will occur in Queen Charlotte Sound, where the Trust has recently completed a three-year initial control programme.

“D’Urville Island is the most ecologically important part of the Sounds, yet is being threatened by the spread of wilding pines, particularly around its unique Mineral Belt,” says Trust Chairman Paul Tredinnick. 
“The Trust has worked with the D’Urville Island Residents  & Ratepayers Association and the Marlborough District Council to make control there a reality.” The funding will see thousands of the nuisance trees controlled, particularly around the southern and eastern end of the island.
The Kenepuru programme has been established through the efforts of the Kenepuru & Central Sounds Residents Association, and will see trees targeted on the southern side of the sound. “This will provide a real benefit to Kenepuru residents, but will also help to protect the huge investment made to date in removing wilding pines from Queen Charlotte Sound,” says Mr Tredinnick.

The programme is being funded by the New Zealand Lottery Grants Board’s Environment and Heritage Fund, Canterbury Community Trust, the Pacific Conservation & Development Trust, NZ King Salmon Ltd, Marlborough Lines Ltd, Marlborough District Council, Department of Conservation and the Marine Farming Association. In addition, landowners have donated cash and are providing significant in-kind assistance.

“The continued support of national funding agencies and of local residents and businesses is invaluable,” says Mr Tredinnick. “The pine control programme is delivering benefits to the environment, local tourism interests, residents and visitors - which is only possible thanks to the commitment and backing of our donors.”

The Trust plans to undertake its wilding pine control between September 2011 and January 2012, subject to landowner approvals. Contracting firms will inject small amounts of a commercially-available herbicide directly into holes drilled into tree trunks. Small trees will either be hand-pulled or cut using a pruning saw. Trees adjacent to power lines, baches and other sensitive areas will be excluded from treatment, but may be felled if funding allows. 

For more information go to www.soundsrestoration.org.nz or contact:

Paul Tredinnick, MSRT Chairman. P: 03 577 8300 or 021 501 959
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